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Abstract 

Race significantly shapes American political behavior, including immigrants' political 

incorporation. I show the unique role of race in shaping political incorporation and I argue that a 

key reason behind the unique role of race is an individuals' social network. Using the United 

States Current Population Survey Supplements (CPS) as well as the Cooperative Election Study 

(CES), I show that immigrants of color are less likely to participate in politics over the 

generations and that traditional theories of immigrant incorporation and political participation 

cannot account for this racial participation gap. I then use an original survey experiment to show 

how the impact of an individuals' social network varies by race. In a nation of immigrants, it is 

critical to recognize that immigrants' political incorporation experiences vary by race and 

mobilization efforts will need to account for these differences.1 
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